Uelcome to

Rothbury Firct
Sehool

Below ic our SEND (Special Educational Needs and Dicability) information pack. It provides
you with information about how we cupport SEND children within our cchool. IF you have
any additional questions, please contact our cchool staff who will be happy to help!

Type of school Nurcery and Firct School (agec 3-9)
Staff responcible for Micola Mathewson (Headteacher)
SEND Katherine Robincon (¢ Special Educational Neede and Dicability

Coordinator) (SENDCo)
Ruth Hamilton (SEND Governor)

admin@rothburyfiret.northumberlond.cch.uk 01669 620283

Acceccibility Information | Wheelchair -

The main school and dining room is acceccible by wheelchair with a
toilet in both buildinge.

Auditory/\ficual Enhancemente -

We have hearing loop provicion in the main office and work closely
with our censory cupport team to identify how best to cupport
individual children and their neede.

Other related policy The cchool has the following policiec available from cchool or on the
documente webgite:

o SEND ®  Cquality and divercity

o  C(afequarding ®  Behaviour

®  (Child Protection o  Supporting pupile with medical conditions

® Behaviour ®  Tnclucion

Who are the becst people to talk to in this cchool about my
child'e difficultiec with learning, Special Educational Needs
or Dicability?

At firct, the bect percon to talk to about any concerne or probleme is the clace teacher.
They know your child bect and are available in the morninge before cchool on the yard, and
after cchool once the children have been collected. Staff are happy to cpeak to
parents/carers at thece times, however, if you would like an appointment, please contact the
office who will organice a cuitable time.
Clage teachers are recpongible for -
®  (hecking on the progrese of your child and identifying, planning and delivering any
additional help which your child may need. Thic could be things like targeted work or in
elace cupport.
®  (etting the SENDCo know if they have any concerng or feel that your child requires
additional support.
®  Cncuring that the cchoole SEND policy ic followed in their clascroom and for all of the
pupile they teach with any S END.
®  [Keeping parente informed and involved co that they know how their child ic being helped
and can cupport them at home.
IF you ave ctill concerned, pleace cpeak to our cchool SENDCo (Mre Robincon) who ic
respongible for -
®  (oordinating all of the cupport for children with cpecial educational needs or dicabilities
(SEND) and developing the cchoole SEND policy to make cure that all children get a
congictent, high quality recponce to meeting their neede in school.
®  (Co-ordinating referrale to appropriate outcide agenciec (For example to Speech and
Language Therapy, Educational Peychology ete).
®  Enguring that you are:
0 Involved in cupporting your child’e learning
0 Kept informed about the cupport your child ic getting
0 Involved in reviewing how your child ic doing
®  [inicing with all other people who may be coming in to cchool to help cupport your child’s
learning (For example, Speech and (anguage Therapy, Educational Peychology, Inclugion
Team ete).


mailto:admin@rothburyfirst.northumberland.sch.uk

®  (Jpdating the cchoole SEND regicter termly and making cure there are excellent records of
your child’e progrece and needs.

®  Providing specialist support for teachers and cupport ctaff in the cchool so they can help
children with SEND in the cchool achieve the bect progrece poccible.

You may aleo wich to cpeak to the head teacher (Mre Mathewson) who ic recpongible for -

®  The day to day management of all aspecte of the cchool; thic includec the cupport for
children with SEND.

®  Delegating recponcibility to the SENDCo and clase teachers whilct maintaining overall
responsibility for ensuring that your child’c needs are met.

®  Making cure that the Governing Body is kept up to date about any iccues in the cchool
relating to SEND.

What are the different types of cupport available for
children with SEND at Rothbury Firet School?

In cchool, we have a gradunated approach to supporting all children. Thic meane that
teachers reqularly ascece children to quickly identify any difficulties or barriers to their
learning. Once a concern is raiced, staff will respond by working through the following levele
of support -

®  (Quality Firct Teaching -
The teacher will have a highect of expectations and aspirations for your childe behaviour
and progrece. Activitiec will build from what your child already knows, can do and can
understand, enabling them to experience both the correct level of cuccece and challenge.
Teaching will aleo involve vicual, auditory and kinesthetic (learning through feeling) acpecte
to cuit your child’s individual learning ctyle. Thic might involve more practical learning or
repetition of activities to help your child remember what they have learnt. This might alco
include reqular accecs to small group support with the teacher in class. Your child will be
monitored clocely to encure that everything ic being done within clace to support their
learning. The teacher will be aware of what your child hac achieved and what their next
cteps chould be.

o  Specific Group Work (Interventions) -
IF your child require further cupport beyond Quality First Teaching, they may be given
accecs to emall group interventions targeting the specific difficulty your child ic having. Thic
can be delivered by a teacher or a teaching accictant. Your child'c progrece will be
monitored throughout the intervention which tends to lact for a half term, and at the end,
the teacher will decide whether to continue, provide an alternative form of cupport, or that

your child no longer neede further cupport.

®  Additional Specialict Support from an Qutcide Agency -
IF your child’e need cannot be met from within the expertice of cchool ctaff, the SENCO and
the teacher will ceek additional cupport and advice from an appropriate external
profeccional. Qur school currently works with the following agencies -

®  CEducational Psychology

ASD/Commanication Services
Speech and (anguage
Behavioural Support
Literacy Support
Children’e Servicee (cocial workere and Family cupport workers)
Sencory Servicee for children with vicual or hearing neede
Health lficitore
Inclucion team professionals
Occupational Therapy
Phyciotherapy
CYPS (Children and Young Peoplec Services regarding mental health)

® Cchool nurce

Thic meane that your child’c neede have been identified either by yourself, the teacher or
the SENCO as needing cupport beyond that of Quality Firct Teaching and Interventions. In
thic cace, you will be acked to attend termly meetinge with the clace teacher, to diccuce any
concerng you may have, answer any questions, and to work together to form a cupport plan
for your child. You may be asked to provide concent for cchool to refer your child into a
specialict cervice, and complete a form detailing your viewe about your child’s difficulties. This

may help the ctaff and yourcelf underctand your child’c needs and poscible ways to cupport



them. The specialict will arrange to come into cchool to meet your child, the ctaff involved
with your child and you, to gain a full picture of your childc cituation. They may also
complete acceccments. The cpecialict will then create a report cummaricing their findings
and providing recommendations based on what they obcerved. These recommendations will
be adopted by cchool staff to encure your child ic receiving the best poccible support syctem
within ¢chool.

®  Further Support -
IF your child requires cupport beyond the £6,000 provided by cchool’ own budget, the
SENCO or teacher may cuggect that your child be put forward for either a STAR (XXX) or
a COSA (Concideration OF Statutory Accecoment). Thece optione will be explained to you and
cannot be carried out without your input and concent. IF cucceccful, thic will give your child
access to additional funding and therefore, additional targeted support to help your child

achieve their potential.

® Carly Help Accecoments -
Where two or more external agenciec are involved with a child (but where no ctatement or
cocial work involvement i¢ in place) cchool and parente may have agreed to fill in an Early
Help Accecoment. Thic will involve reqular meetinge between yourcelf, external profescionale
and cchool ctaff to form an action plan agreeing the different cupporting rolec of each

agency including cchool.

Who elce in Rothbury Firet School supporte

children with cpecial educational neede?

Currently in cchool we have -

®  One full time head teacher

®  Five full or part time teachers

®  Four part time teaching accictants
Together we have a wealth of knowledge and experience cupporting children with a wide
variety of difficulties.

How are the ctaff cupported in working with

children with cpecial educational needs?

Staff within cchool have access to a wide variety of training coursec in cpecial educational
needs. IF a need i¢ identified within cchool, the SENCO can organice targeted training
through cloge links with external profeccionals. Within the past year, ctaff have been
trained in -

®  MAPA training (behaviour management)
Lego Therapy
Working Memory
SEND Paperwork
Cateh-Up Literacy

How will teaching be adapted for my child?

Teachere plan leccone carefully, with knowledge of the national curriculum and the ability of
all the children in class. Thay will adapt their leccone and teaching ctyle daily if necescary,
to bect cuit the needs of the children, reflecting continuoucly on their practice and
identifying what works begt.

The classroom can be adapted to suit the needs of the children, often incorporating quiet

work-stations, additional recource areas and mixed ability groups to provide peer-cupport.

How doec cchool cupport emotional and cocial

developmen t?

At Rothbury Firct School, we're proud of the nurturing environment that we to provide for
all children in our care. Staff take much pride in the positive relationchips which they build
with all children, not juct the children they teach. Reqular accembliec help children to

explore aspects of their spiritual, moral and perconal development ac well ac learning about



divercity and other beliefs. They are alco encouraged to think about our promices which
centre around respect for others. The children alco complete a PSHE project each year
which focucee on valuee cuch as valuing diversity and appreciating people who help us. PSHE
activitiee in each clace help children to develop cocial ckille ac they mature. Each clace has a
clear cet of the promisec which are vicibly dicplayed and referred to reqularly. Thece help the
children to underctand right from wrong. All ctaff endeavour to uce an approach to
behaviour management which reliec on pocitive reinforcement. Children are rewarded for
chowing appropriate behaviour but clear sanctione are also in place when required. We place
a high emphagic on anti-bullying throughout the cchool year in cchool and ac a recult,
bullying incidents are very low. Qur cchool deale quickly and effectively with any reported
incidente of bullying. Children know what to do if they are being bullied or cee bullying taking
place. When children firct arrive, they are paired with buddiec. Paire are given the
opportunity to cpend time with their buddy at playtime and lunchtime ac well ac in clace for
new children who arrive in Year 1 and above. It ic hoped that thic will make children feel

welcome, with comeone to help them learn the routine.

Will the echool licten to my childe viewe?

We think it ic extremely important to find out what our children think and feel about the
way our school ic run. Therefore, we have a ctrong emphasic on pupil voice. Each year group
From reception to year four, elect two members of cchool council. Thece children perform in
the role for half a cchool year, and attend meetinge with teachers to talk about how they
would like to improve cchool. The councillore are recponcible for collecting their clace’e viewe
in their notebooke to feedback in meetings. We recently completed a playground equipment
project where all toye and games were celected on a budget by the children.

Al special educational needs children, work with their teacher and family, to create a profile
of themselves, which telle staff what they like, what they ctruggle with and what they feel
they needs from cchool to cupport them.

How ic my child’e progrece measured?

All children are formally accecced at three pointe throughout the year. Thic accecement
focuses on their attainment and progrecs in reading, writing and mathe. The information
gathered, ic chared with the head teacher and yourself at termly parent’s eveninge. At
thece meetings, you will be told whether your child ic working towards, working at or working
beyond their age-related expected ctandard. Teachers ascece children continuoucly to encure

any gaps in their learning are picked up as quickly as poccible.

How doe¢ cchool cloce the gape in my child'e

learning?

Some children will remain on the special educational neede regicter throughout their time at
our cchool becauce the nature of their need(c) meane they require additional or different
cupport from the majority of their peerc for an extended period of time. However, many
children make cuch good progrece they no longer need additional support.

Each child has accece to the graduated approach (detailed above) if and when they need it.

What cupport ic available for parents/carers

of children with cpecial educational neede?

Vour child’s teacher ic more than happy to discuse any iccues or concerne you may have
either informally at the beginning or end of a cchool day, or in a meeting. IF you would like to
organice a meeting, pleace contact Mre Husted in the cchool office who will arrange a
cuitable time. The SENCO ic aleo available to talk to you about your child.

Sehool may alco be able to direct you to additional cupport groups/Forume who can provide
more perconaliced and experienced family cupport f that ic comething you feel you would like.



How will cchool cupport my child through

trangition to a new clace or a new cchool?

We recognice and appreciate how difficult times of change can be for certain children,
especially thoce with cpecial educational neede. Therefore, we take stepe to encure transition
ic ag emooth and worry-free ac poccible.
For children moving cchool -
® e will contact the SENDCo of their new cchool to encure that they know about
any special arrangemente or cupport that need to be made for your child.
® e will make cure that all recorde about your child are pacced on as coon as
poscible.
®  Yherever possible, we encourage children to vicit their new cchool as much ac
possible. For children with cpecific concerns, it may that extra vicite can be
arranged to reduce and minimice worries and to ensure that they are ac prepared
a¢ poccible for the changes to come.
For children moving clagces -
®  Information about your child and their needs will be pacced on to the new clacs
teacher in advance and a planning meeting will take place.
® Al children have the opportunity to cpend time with their new clace teacher for
September at the end of the cummer term.
®  Tn cchool, teachers make a conscious effort to begin getting to know the children
in their new clacs very early on in the year during playtimes and whole cchool

projecte. Thic minimices the idea of a new teacher being unknown.

What chould I do if I feel my child ic not
receiving the cupport they need?

Your child ic extremely important to ue! We will alwaye ctrive to do our very bect to make
sure they have the opportunity to reach their potential and achieve everything they can.

However, if you would like to raice a concern -

Speak first to the clacs teacher.

IF concerne percict the next point of contact would be the SENDCo (Mre
Robingon).

Further diccuccion can be arranged to include the Head Teacher Mre
Mathewson) only after thic pathway has been followed.

The named governor for SEND ic Ruth Hamilton and che can be contacted via the
cchool on 01668 620283 or by email to -
admin@rothburyfiret.northumberland.cch.uk

Parent Partner Support and Mediation cervicee are alco available - contact
County Hall for detaile. Qur cchool’e complaints procedure is available chould you
require it - please ack at the office or cee the cchool webgite for further

information.

Uhere can I find more information?

The Morthumberland Local Offer ic available from:
http:/ www.northumberland.qov.uk/SEND-Local-offer.aspx
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