Uelcome to

Rothbury Firct
Sehool

Belsw ic our SEND (gpecia/ Educational Neede and Dicability) information pack. It provides
you with information about how we cupport SEND children within our school. IF you have
any additional questions, please contact our cchool staff who will be happy to help!

Type of echool Narsery and First School (ages 3-9)

Staff responsible for Helen Duffield and Cheryl Auld (Headteachers)

SEND Katherine Robincon (Special Educational Neede and Dicability
Coordinator) (SENDCo)

Ruth Hamilton (§'5/VD Governor)
admin@rothburyfiret.northumberland.cch.uk 01669 620283

Accescibility Information | Wheelchair -

The main cchool and dining room ic accecsible by wheelchair with a
toilet in both buildings.

Auditory/Vicual Enhancemente -

We have hearing loop provicion in the main office and work closely
with our cencory cupport team to identify how best to support
individual children and their neede.

Other related policy The school hag the following policiec available from school or on the
documents webcite:

e CSEND ®  Cguality and divercity

®  Safequarding ®  Behaviour

®  (Child Protection o  Supporting pupile with medical conditions

® Behaviour ®  Tnclucion

Who are the best people to falk fo in thic school about my
child'c difficulties with learning, Special Educational Needs or

Dicaéi/ity?

At first, the bect person to talk to about any concerns or problems is the clacs tfeacher.

They know your child bect and are available in the mornings before cchool on the yard, and

after school once the children have been collected. Staff are happy to speak to

parents/carers at these times, however, if you would (ike an appointment, pleace contact the

office who will srganice a. suitable time.

Class teachers are responsible for -

Checking on the progrecs of your child and identifying, planning and delivering any
additional help which your child may need. This covld be things like targeted work or in
elase support.

Letting the SENDCo know if they have any concerns or feel that your child requires
additional support.

Ensuring that the schoolsc SEND policy is followed in their classroom and for all of the
pupile they teach with any SEND.

Keeping parents informed and involved <o that they know how their child ic being helped

and can support them at home.

IF you are ctill concerned, please cpeak to our school SENDCo (Mrs Robinson) who is

responsible for -

Coordinating all of the cupport for children with cpecial educational needs or dicabilitiec
(SEND) and developing the schoolc SEND policy to make sure that all children get a
concictent, high quality responce to meeting their needs in school.

Co-ordinating referrals to appropriate outside agencies (for example to Speech and
(anguage Therapy, Educational Psycholsgy etc).

Ensuring that you are:

0 Involved in cupporting your childc learning

0 Kept informed about the cupport your child ic getting

0 Involved in reviewing how your child i doing

Liaicing with all other people who may be coming into school to help cupport your childe
learwing (For example, Speech and (anguage Therapy, Educational Psychology, Inclugion
Team etc).


mailto:admin@rothburyfirst.northumberland.sch.uk

®  (pdating the schoole SEND register termly and making sure there are excellent records of
your child’c progrescs and needs.
®  Providing specialict support for teachers and cupport staff in the cchool co they can help
children with SEND in the cchool achieve the best progress possible.
You may alco wich to speak to the head teachers (Mrs Auld and Mrs Duffield) who are
responsible for -
®  The day to day management of all aspects of the school: thic includes the support for
children with SEND.
®  Delegating recponcibility to the SENDCo and class teachers whilst maintaining overall
responsibility for encuring that your childs needs are met.
®  Making cure that the Governing Body ic kept up to date about any iscues in the school
relating to SEND.

What are the different typec of support available for
children with SEND at Rothbory First School?

In cchool, we have a gradvated approach to supporting all children. This means that
teachers reqularly ascess children to quickly identify any difficulties or barriers to their
learning. Once a concern is raised, ctaff will recpond by working through the following levels
of support -

®  (Quality First Teaching -
The teacher will have the highect of expectations and aspirations for your child'c behaviour
and progress. Activities will build from what your child already knows, can do and can
understand, enabling them to experience both the correct level of success and challenge.
Teaching will also involve lots of different acpects to cuit your child’s individual learning <tyle.
This might involve more practical learning or repetition of activities to help your child
remember what they have learnt. This might alco inclvde reqular accecs to cmall group
cupport with the teacher in clasc. Your child will be monitored closely to ensure that
everything is being done within class to support their learning. The teacher will be aware of
what your child has achieved and what their next steps chould be.

o  Specific Group Work (Interventions) -
IF your child requires further support beyond Quality First Teaching, they may be given
accese to small grouvp interventions targeting the specific difficulty your child is having. This
can be delivered by a teacher or a teaching ascistant. Your child'c progrese will be monitored
throughout the intervention which tends to last for a full term, and ot the end, the teacher
will decide whether to continue, provide an aflternative form of cupport, or that your child no
longer neede further cupport.

® Additional Specialist Svpport from am Qutside Agency -
IF your child’c need cannot be met from within the expertise of school staff, the SENCO and
the teacher will ceck additional support and advice from an appropriate external
professional. Qur school currently works with the follswing agenciec -

®  Educational Psychology

ASD/Communication Servicee
Speech and (anguage
Behavioural Support
(iteracy Support
Children’e Services (cocial workers and family sopport workers)
Sensory Services for children with visual or hearing needs
Health Vicitore
Inclugion team professionals
Occupational Therapy
Phyciotherapy
CYPS (Children and Young People’s Services regarding mental health)

® Sthool nurce

This means that your child’c neede have been identified either by yourself, the teacher or the
SENCO ac needing cupport beyond that of Quality First Teaching and interventions. In thic
case, you will be acked to attend termly meetings with the clacs teacher, to diccuss any
concerns you may have, answer any questions, and to work together to form a cupport plan
for your child. You may be acked to provide consent for cchool to refer your child into a
specialict cervice, and complete a form detailing your views about your childc difficulties. This
may help the staff and yourself underctand your child’c neede and poscible ways to cupport



them. The specinlict will arrange to come into school to meet your child, the ctaff involved
with your child and you, to gain a full picture of your child’e situation. They may also
complete asseccments. The specialist will then create a report summaricing their findings
and providing recommendations baced on what they observed. These recommendations will
be adopted by cchool staff to encure your child ic receiving the best poscible support cystem

within school.

®  Further Support -
IF your child requires cupport beyond the £6,000 provided by the cchoolc own budget, the
SENCO or teacher may svggest that your child be put forward for either a STAR (Short
Term. Additional Resource) or a COSA (Consideration OF Statutory Acsesement). These

options will be explained to you and cannot be carried out withovt your input and consent. If

successful, this will give your child access to additional funding and therefore, additional
targeted support to help your child achieve their potential.

®  Early Help Ascescments -
Where two or more external agenciec are involved with a child (but where no ctatement or
cocial work involvement is in place) cchool and parents may have agreed to fill in an Early
Help Assessment. This will involve reqular meetings between yourself, external profescionals
and school ctaff fo form an action plan agreeing the different cupporting roles of each
agency including school.

Wheo else in Rothbury First School cupports
children with cpecial educational needs?

Currently in school we have -

®  Two full time head feachere

®  Four full or part time teachers

®  Five part time teaching ascistants
Together we have a wealth of knowledge and experience supporting children with a wide
variety of difficulties.

How are the staff cupported in working with

chifdren with cpecial educational needs?

Stalf within cchool have access to a wide variety of training cources in cpecial educational
needs. IF a need i¢ identified within echool, the SENCO can srganise targeted training
through close links with external profescionals. This year, ctaff will been trained in -

®  Cumotion Coaching

®  SEND Paperwork

o  Supporting children with Dyslexia

How will teaching be adapted for my child?

Teachers plan lescons carefully, with knowledge of the national curriculum and the ability of
all the children in clase. Thay will adapt their lecsons and teaching style daily if nececsary,
to best cuit the needs of the children, reflecting continvoucly on their practice and
identifying what works begt.

The clagsroom can be adapted fo cuit the needs of the children, often incorporating quiet

work-ctations, additional recource areas and mixed ability groups to provide peer-cupport.

How does cchool support emotional and cocial

deve/opment?

At Rothbury First School, we're provd of the nurturing environment that we provide for all
children in our care. Staff take much pride in the positive relationchips which they build
with all children, not just the children they teach. Reqular accembliec help children to explore
agpects of their cpiritual, moral and personal development as well ac learning about diversity
and other beliefs. They are also encouraged to think about our promices which centre
around respect for others. The children alco complete PSHE and RHE projects each year

which focue on valves cuch as valuing diversity, looking after mental health and well-being,



and appreciating people who help vs. Activities in each class help children to develop cocial
ckills as they mature. Each class has a clear cet of the school rules, which are vicibly
displayed and referred to reqularly. These help the children to understand right from wrong.
All staff endeavour fo use an approach to behaviour management which reliec on positive
reinforcement. Children are rewarded for showing appropriate behaviour but clear canctions
are alco in place when required. We place a high emphacic on anti-bullying throughout the
cchool year in school and as a recult, bullying incidents are very low. Qur school deals quickly
and effectively with any reported incidents of bullying. Children bnow what to do if they are
being bullied or cee bullying taking place. When children firct arrive, they are paired with
buddiec. Paire are given the opportunity to spend time with their buddy at playtime and
lunchtime ac well as in class for new children who arrive in Year 1 and above. It ic hoped

that thic will make children feel welcome, with someone to help them learn the routinec.

Will the school ficten to my childe viewe?

We think it ic extremely important to find out what our children think and feel about the
way our cchool is run. Therefore, we have a ctrong emphasic on pupil voice. Each year group
From reception to year four, elect two membere for cchool council. These children perform in
the role for half a cchool year, and aftend meetings with teacherc to talk about how they
would like to improve school. The covncillors are responsible for collecting their class’e viewe
in their notebooks, to feedback in meetings. We recently completed individual pupil passports,
where each child from year 1 to year 4 was able to tell staff what they are good at and
ctruggle with, ac well as how best adults in cchool can provide support to help with their

learning.

How is my child'c progrese measured?

All children are formally acsesced at three points throughout the year. This acceccment
focuses on their aftainment and progrese in reading, writing and maths. The information
gathered ic chared with the headteachere and yourcelf at termly parent’s evenings. At thece
meetings, you will be told whether your child ic working towards, working at or working

beyond their age-related expected ctandard. Teachere assecs children continusvsly to encure

any gaps in their learning are picked up as quickly as possible.

How does cchool cloce the gaps in my child's

learning?

Some children will remain on the special edveational needs regicter throughout their time at
our school because the nature of their need(c) meanc they require additional or different
cupport from the majority of their peerc for an extended period of time. However, many
children make such good progrece they no longer need additional cupport.

Each child has accese to the gradvated approach (detailed above) if and when they need it.

What support is availoble for parents/carers

of children with special edvcational neede?

Your child’c teacher is more than happy to diccuss any iccues or concerns you may have
either informally at the beginning or end of a cchool day, or in a meeting. If you would fike to
organice a meeting, please contact Mrs Husted in the school office who will arrange a
cuitable time. The SENDCo ic alco available to talk to you about your child.

Sehool may alco be able to divect you to additional support groups/forums who can provide
more personaliced and experienced family cupport if that ic comething you feel you would fike.

How wifl school support my child through

trancition te a new clase or a new school?

We recognise and appreciate how difficult times of change can be for certain children,
especially those with cpecial educational needs. Therefore, we take ctepe to ensure transition
i¢ as smooth and worry-free as poscible.

For children moving cchoof -



We will contact the SENDCo of their new school to encure that they know about
any special arrangements or cupport that need to be made for your child.

We will make cure that all records about your child are pacsed on as coon as
poscible.

Wherever poscible, we encourage children to visit their new cchool a¢ much as
possible. For children with specific concerns, it may be that extra visite can be
arranged to redvce and minimice worriec and to encure that they are ac prepared

a¢ poscible for the changes to come.

For children moving classes -

Information about your child and their needs will be pacsed on to the new clase
teacher in advance and a planning meeting will take place.

Al children have the opportunity to spend time with their new clags teacher for
September at the end of the svmmer term.

In school , teachers make a conscious effort to begin getting fo know the children
in their new clace very early on in the year during playtimes and whole school

projects. This minimices the idea of a new teacher being vnknown.

What should I do if I feel my chifd is not
receiving the support they need?

Your child is extremely important to ve! We will alwaye strive to do our very bect to make

cure they have the opportunity to reach their potential and achieve everything they can.

However, if you would like to raice a concern. -

Speak firct fo the class teacher.

IF concerng percist the wext point of contact would be the SENDCo (Mrs
Robincon).

Further diccussion can be arvanged to include the Headteachere (Mrs Duffield or
Mrs Auld) only after thic pathway has been followed.

The named governor for SEND ie Ruth Hamilton and che can be contacted via the
cchool on 01667 620283 or by email to -
admin@rothburyfiret.northumberland.cch.uk

®  Parent Partner Support and Mediation services are also available — contact County
Hall for details. Qur schoolc complaints procedure is available chovld You require it

- please ack at the office or see the school website for further information.

Where can I find more information?

The Northuomberlond Local Offer ic available from:
http://www.northumberland.qov.uk/SEND-Local-offer.acpx



http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/SEND-Local-offer.aspx

